Sir,

Singh *et al*. offer excellent advice on how best to select a journal for a paper and how to format the paper and hence that it is most likely to be accepted.\[[@ref1]\]

However, the paper misses a number of important points when putting together a paper. First, putative authors should give adequate time to writing their abstract. The abstract is generally short in the context of the entire article and yet it is the part that is most likely to be read. Certainly, it is most likely to be read first by the editor who will be deciding whether or not to publish the article. In fact, some editors screen papers by reading the abstract and don't actually read the paper if they are not sufficiently impressed by the abstract. However, authors typically leave writing their abstract to the last minute when they are often exhausted and short of time. This practice should be turned on its head. Authors should spend a significant amount of time writing the abstract and ensuring that it is of high quality and in the correct format for the journal.

Second, there is the issue of the cover letter. Most journals give authors the opportunity to write a cover letter explaining why their article is important and/or topical and/or significant. The cover letter should not just reproduce the abstract-rather it should address the editor directly and explain why the article is right for the journal and its readership. Authors should beware exaggerating the importance of their paper; however, some authors leave the cover letter section blank, and this is to miss out on a great opportunity.

Third and finally, there is the issue of the title. Singh *et al*. are correct to suggest that titles should be both attractive and accurate. However, authors should also give some consideration as to the format of titles that the journal typically publishes. Authors should ask themselves whether titles are in the form of a question, or are descriptive, or are more journalistic in style. Authors should then format their title in the way that the journal typically publishes. In publishing as in life, first impressions count and the best way to make a good first impression in medical publishing is to pay adequate attention to the title, abstract and cover letter.
